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In a Dec. 26 interview with Barricada, the official newspaper of the Sandinista National Liberation
Front, Carlos Tunnerman asserted that a maturation process was underway in Nicaragua leading to
understanding that the only viable alternative is negotiation and dialogue. Tunnerman, who served
as Nicaraguan ambassador to Washington during the Sandinista government, said: "There are still
those who do not accept Sandinismo as the main opposition party. But it is the mature Sandinistas
and government officials who have formed a centrist block that are bringing about the country's
recovery." According to Tunnerman, the FSLN must develop an internal process for elaborating a
new political agenda. For instance, he said, at the first party congress scheduled for June, the Frente
must transform itself into a modern democratic party which can act in the international context.
Transformation, said Tunnerman, is necessary in order for the party to become the most viable
option for Nicaragua in the 1996 elections. Rafael Solis, former secretary to the National Assembly,
was quoted by Barricada as saying that the FSLN effectively governs alongside President Violeta
Barrios de Chamorro's administration. He said the "co-governing" situation developed a result of
pressure imposed on the administration, such as the general strikes in May and July 1990 which
government to negotiate with the Sandinistas. Solis said that the Frente "does not represent an
alternative to the government" in the short term because a return to power "would bring back the
civil war." The FSLN must stop playing both sides, he added, and assume its responsibilities to the
nation in support of the Chamorro government. According to Solis, the private sector's refusal to
sign the concertacion accords in October was no surprise. He said, "They could not bury the hatchet,
nor could they give their blessing to the effective beginning of a co-government that will not take
their interests into account." On the other hand, said Solis, Sandinistas cannot support aspects of the
concertacion accords which they find agreeable, and then turn about and challenge the government
by promoting land invasions or criticizing the economic adjustment program. The only alternative,
he added, is to support the government in its efforts to stabilize and rebuild the economy. Solis
said that if the government fails on the economic front, it will not be the FSLN which steps in. He
added, "The stability of the country, not the government, depends on the FSLN's policies." On
Dec. 31, former president Daniel Ortega told reporters that disarmament of the contras and the
concertacion agreements were important contributing factors in the consolidation of peace. He
said that the February elections were the most important event in 1990 because they reaffirmed
the democratic process in Nicaragua. Ortega described the nationwide strikes in May and July as
"popular movements to defend revolutionary gains." He then criticized the government's decision
to return land to former owners. In a Jan. 2 interview with Barricada, Ortega said the FSLN should
develop a platform that acknowledges the "errors and weaknesses" of the past without ignoring or
rejecting positive achievements. (Basic data from AFP, 12/31/90, 01/02/91; Notimex, 12/26-27/90)
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